VOTES ano PROCEEDING'S, Marcn, 1780. 9
bly. We cannot give our affent to
je€ls are not aliens, and during the prefent war between the two countries alien enemics,

‘The queftion who are alicns your honours have confented ought to be left to the judicial

ower, and yet you propofe a bill; by which the opinion of the leg! N,
%;itifh fubjeéls are rot aliens. We are unwiiling 1o admt the fuppofition, that your honours
intended to influen. e the deeifion in our courts on th
before th:em in a few davs) by thus exprefling our opinion. We cannot conceive it diffcult to
afcerta'n who are the {ubjells of Gieat-Britain. We think every perfon born within the 4omi-
nions or aliegiance of the king of Great-Britain, and every perfon made a fubje& ot that kivng?
dom agreeatle to its laws, muft remain and be confidered as a fubjet of that nation, unle(s he
has, by fome fubfequent 4&, divefted himlelf ot that relation, ' ‘
to the prefent revolution, by adr.ering to us and our caufe, by entering into the fervice or em=
ployment of the United States, cr any o' them, or by joining in :he formation of our new go=-
vernment, or by taking the outh of allegiance to it; or by doin
his implied affcnr, by remaining within this ftate and receiving
government and Jaws.

If a refideat of Great-Britain is a fubject of this ftate, or alien friend, he ou
vented from fuing in our courts ; and if he i3 not a fubje& or alien friend, h
our courts, whofe authority he difowns.

Refidents of Great-Britain (as you are pleafed to call them) are either the fubje&s of or aliens
to this ftate; it the firtt, they have a right to fue in our courts, and ought not to be prevented ;
if the latter; they cannot fue, and ought not to be fuppofed capavle, by any implication or in-
ference to be drawn irom any legiflative a&. If the refidents of Great-Britain are not {fubje&s of
this ftate, it neccflarily follows, that they are aliens.  The defcription * refidents”
well the fuhjedls of Great-Britain, as all other inhabitants of that kingdom, To affirm that re-
fidents of Great-Britain thall not fue during the war, neceffarily implies, that they may fue after
the conclufion of it; and of confequence it alfo implies, that Britith fubjeéts could now fue, un=

lefs prevented by law, and that this right to fue is only (ufpended for a time, and will revive af=
ter peace takes place. ‘

ght niot’to be pre-
¢ cannot appear in

| By order, - F. GREEN, clk.
Which was read.  Alfo the following refolution : '

Br tus HOUSE of DELEGATES, Mar 16, 1780,

ResoLvED, That g falary of fix thoufand buthels of wheat be allowed to the members of the
council, to commen:e on the eighth day of November laft; that the faid falary be difchaiged in
continental money, in the following manner, to wit: three théufand bufhels of wheat, at the
rate of feventeen pounds ten fhillings per bufhel, and the refidue at the current price hereafier to
be fectled by the general allembly ; and that the allo vance heretofore granted be confidered and
taken in part payment of the falary given by this refolve ?

By ordes, F. GREEN, cik.
Which was read and affented to.

Meflicurs Hall and Ringgold, from the houfe of delegatez, deliver to the prefident the fol-
lowing meflage:

Br tas HOUSE or DELEGATES, Mavx 16, 1780,
M.iY i1 PLEASE YOUR KONOURS,

Y O UR long meflage of the r4th, affigning reafons for not cenfifcatin
enemies, and making application of it, agreeable to our propofitions in o
of April, cannot be confidered and anfwered at this late hour of the feffio
in juftification of your condu&@ can convince our conftituents of the impolicy
meafure, and they prefer the burthen of very heavy taxes to the feizure of
fhall be fatisfied.' Our jydgments are fully convinced, and
doubt we fhould be fully able to refute your arguments;
ing&,r on this {ubje&. X __ ,

e are deeply affeCted by your riegative to our bill for finking the qitota of this ftate of the
bills of credit emitted by congref(s, but have this confolation, that we have done every thing in
our power to relieve our countiy from its prefefit extreme diftrefs, and our judgments and con-
fciences inferm us,_that any confequences, be they ever fo fatal, cannot properly or juftly be
imiputed to us. We return with anxiety tg.our homes, and can only comfort ourfclves with the
pleafing refle¢tion, that we have difcharged our duty, and have the moft perfe&t confidence that

g the property of our
ur meflage of the 12th

and injuftice of the
Britith property, we
if time would permi:, we have no
and to thew the fallacy of your reafon-

we fhall ftand acquitted by our country, the honourable congrefs, and all the fates in the union,
We are ready to attend his Excellency in your houfe to fee the laws figned and fealed in the
ufual manner, as we expe&t no further good from a continuance of the feffion.

By order, | F. GRERBN, clk.
Which was read. :
) . The

s queition (which will probably be agitated'

3

your bill, becaufe it'would ncceffari]y imply-that Britith {ub-C

flature would be given, that -

cither by giving his expre’s affent

g fome fimilar a&, or b giving .
the protettion and bencfit ot its
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